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Then I had the gift of a few pairs of the
Himalayan partridge, which is a fire-eater
in quite another sense, bemg a bird which
will immediately rush at and peek to
pieces any live coal or small smouldering
brand thrown to it Presently, it was birds
of all sorts that occupied my attention -
birds and a particularly attractive new
pony As for the birds, I was still m close
touch with popular Hindu thought, so that
when I cultivated a small skill with the
pellet-bow, a much more accurate and
lethal weapon than any catapult of the
West, and requiring a special knack in the
discharge lest the hand holding the bow
be injured by the pellet, I always respected
the birds sacred in Hinduism, notably the
jay, mlkanth, " blue-throat," as the god
was blue-throated when he saved the
world by swallowing all the poison of the
sea And as for ponies, who knew better
than I the importance of lucky marks, and
the validity of the charm whereby spavin
and much else, numerous gods being
willing, might be averted ? And even as
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